EDMUND   WALLER
[Born 1606. Poet. He belonged to an old and wealthy family,
and though he was related to John Hampden and was distantly con-
nected with Oliver Cromwell, he was a staunch Royalist. At the
age of sixteen he became a Member of Parliament., in which he sat
for various constituencies for the rest of his life. In 1631 he added
still further to his fortune by marrying Anne Banks, a London heiress,
who died three years kter. In 1643 he was detected in a Royalist
plot and was expelled from the House, fined £10,000, and banished.
On this occasion he showed cowardice and treachery, humiliating
himself in the most abject manner and betraying all his associates.
Returning to England by permission in 1652, he addressed some
laudatory verses to Cromwell. Nevertheless, at the Restoration he
was ready with a congratulatory address to Charles IE, and when the
King pointed out its inferiority to the Ode on Cromwell, Waller
replied, Poets, Sire, succeed better in fiction than in truth. The poem,
however, succeeded in its object, and the poet became a favourite
at court and sat in Parliament until his death in 1687.]
I
 HAVE heard Mr. Thomas Bigge, of Wickham, say (who
was his schoole-fellow, and of the same forme) that he
little thought then he would have been so rare a Poet; he
was wont to make his Exercise for him.
About 23, or between that and 30, he grew (upon I know
not what occasion) mad; but 'twas (I thinke) not long ere
he was cured. He was proud: to such, a Check often gives
that distemper. He was passionately in love with Dorothea,
the eldest daughter of the Earle of Leicester, whom he haz
eternised in his Poems: and the Earle loved him, and
would have been contented that he should have had one
of the youngest daughters; perhaps this might be the
Check.
One of the first refiners of our English language and poetrey.
When he was a brisque young sparke, and first studyed Poetry;
me thought, sayd he, I never sawe a good copie of English
verses ; they want smoothness; then I began to essay. I have
severall times heard him say that he cannot versify when he
will: but when the Fitt comes upon him, he does it easily,
ie. in plaine terms, when his Mercurius and Venus are well
aspected,
He told me he was not acquainted with Ben Johnson (who
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